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Crafts Galore 
at 


Holiday Faire 


BART employees planning to 
showcase their art and craft tal- 
ents at the annual Holiday Faire 

this December should reserve their 
space now to show homemade 
jewelry, baked goods, clothing 
and other handicrafts this 
Holiday Season. The faire will be 
held on December 1 
To reserve space, contact Vicki 
Wills in Media & Public Affairs 
at ext. 7115 or E-mail at vwills. 


Thanksgiving Day in 
America is a time to offer 
thanks of family gatherings 
and holiday meals. A time of 
turkeys, stuffing, and pump- 
kin pie. A time for Indian 
corn, holiday parties and 
giant balloons. BARTalk 
would like to take this 
opportunity to say 


Happy 
Thanksgiving 
to you and yours. And keep 
those stories coming. 
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Three Mark 30 Years with BART 


ockne Green, 
John Wong and 
Jim Robinson 


have marked their 
30th anniversary as 
BART employees. 

Rockne Green is 
on special assignment = § 
to Chief PAs 
Transportation Officer 
Al Johnson, and has 
been Acting Chief 
Transportation Officer 
for A/L Line and the 
Operations Control 
Center. Chief 
Transportation Officer 
Al Johnson has known Rocky for 29 of the 30 years that Rocky’s been here and says, 
“Rocky is one of the best guys that you ever want to meet, willing to share information 
and his knowledge of the BART system. He’s the type of person you always want on 
your team — always willing to help other.” 

“Rocky is one of the most knowledgeable and respected people at BART,” says Betty 
Soo Hoo, who has worked for and with him for four years. “He is competent, articulate 
and down to earth. Rocky has become my personal mentor. He has challenged, pushed, 
supported and trained me in many different avenues. Most of all, he trusted and allowed 
me to make my own mistakes, get bruised, and walk away with a lesson learned. His 
great mind, sense of urgency and operational sense truly define him as a transit profes- 
sional.” Oh, and he tells great fishing stories! 


Rockne Green, John Wong and Jim Robinson 


Continued on page 7 


20 Years with BART 


Hats off to BART 
employees reaching 
20 years of service 
with the District: 
(standing, left to right) 
Gilbert Freeman, 
Jeffrey Broshear, 
Charles Joyce, Diann 
Anderson, Michael 
Capizzi, Reney 
Maderios and Debora 
Faniel-Huff; (kneeling, 
left to right) David 
Lee, Ramon LaTorre, 
Geoffrey Saturnio, Bill 
Person and Tru Doan. 


b 


“Western Roundup” was the theme for this year’s BART 
employee and family picnic, held September 10 at Little Hills 
Ranch in San Ramon. To encourage everyone to get into the party 
mood, the first 650 guests to arrive received complimentary 
Western Cowboy hats and kerchiefs. Approximately 900 were in 
attendance to sample sumptuous barbecue and participate in 
games, dancing and other fun events. 

A large crowd gathered to play bingo, with winners selecting 
prizes at the park’s “Trading Post,” among them tickets to Great 
America, the Oakland A’s, games, cameras, tape players and 
folding lawn chairs. A raffle offered a chance to win old BART 
service awards. 

Gaming tournaments included softball, basketball and 
volleyball. The perpetual volleyball trophy was won by the 
“OCR Dragon” team, led by Don Demer of the Office of Civil 
Rights. Don and teammates will now hold on to the coveted vol- 
leyball trophy until next year. Congratulations to Team Captain 
Don Demer and team members Don Demer II, Robert Moore, Jay 
Sanders, Ear! Aquino and Oliver Hall. Previous volleyball tour- 
nament winners include Cheeks in 1984, M Line in 1985, and The 
Buckshots in 1993 and X Factor in 1998. 

For those who took to the water, the swimming pool was 
open all day and a kayak race was held as the Grand Finale 
event. Children age 12 and under had a chance to fish for trout. 
Everyone gathered for line dancing, hosted by professional 
square dance and line dance caller Darlene Culligan. Whether in 
line or in the groove, everybody danced to the beat of the music 
courtesy of DJ and BART employee Ronald Moland. 


i 
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A good time was had by all! 
Congratulations to Hershell Levi 
and the organizing committee of 
Annie Hemp, Randy McCluney, 
Kimberly Alameda, Robert 
Smith and Daniel Hartwig. 
Many, many thanks to so many 
more who helped with tickets, 
accounting, feeder buses, work- 
ing at the gate, raffle tickets and 
“whatever was needed to do”: 
Priscilla Zocchi, Sue Van 
Norsdall, Paulette Hutchison, 
Joni Casalina, Norma De 
Lavallade, Yvonne Clark-Smith, 
Jerry Robinson, Ava U’ren, 
Colleen Roberedo, Ruby Woo, 
Minna Green, Theresa Stuart, Gene Chen, Nando Mananzan, Joy 
Fields, Veronica Diggs, Michele Hatata, Anna O’Keefe, Mary 
Jarin, Sandy Whang, Russ Hester, Patti Williams, Caroline 
Rogers, Mirian Cucaton, Janice Lattier, Peter Horikoshi, Eva 
Tucker, Vivian Gunderson, Jim Evans, Ken Evans, Roger Johnson, 
Dave Noecker, Sylvia Hemmerick, David Nudelman, Hal C. 
Nelson, Gregory Freeman, Rufus Henderson, Karen Hill, George 
Hodgerney, Bruce John, Dennis Kaczor, Ed Ladd, James 
Alexander, Eric Thompson, Lillie Ubaldo, Sharon Umene, Julie 
Yim, Kenneth Younger, George Norman-Myers, Terry Adelman, 
Yolanda Vega and Anita Gonsalves. B 


for employees of BART, MTC and ABAG to explore creative 

writing and share stories about their families and accom- 
plishments. Beginning in 1999, students decided to donate their 
workshop fees to a designated charity, the BART Police Holiday 
Food Drive. This year, contributions from students attending the 
four quarterly workshops totaled $1,225.00. 

“We are pleased to help out the worthy efforts of the BART 


Ge 1991, Mae Meidav has conducted a Writers’ Workshop 


has been named a Bay Area Clean Air Champion for 2000 

by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, 
American Lung Association, RIDES for Bay Area Commuters and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

A resident of Walnut Creek, John has championed the cause 
of cyclers since 1992 when he completed the “Escape from 
Alcatraz” triathlon and organized the Walnut Creek Coalition of 
Bicycle Interests. His lobbying preserved bicycle lanes on busy 
California Blvd. in Walnut Creek, rather than have them eliminat- 
ed in favor of additional traffic lanes. John also lobbied to extend 
the Iron Horse Trail over even busier Ygnacio Valley Road in 
Walnut Creek by way of a footbridge to eliminate heavy pedestri- 
an usage of the traffic light at a nearby intersection. Idling 
motorists waiting for people to cross the street would have 
caused more air pollution than allowing traffic to proceed under 
the bridge. The Iron Horse Trail — by the way — leads pedestri- 
ans and cyclers to the Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill and 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART stations. 

The clean air consortium presented John with the award for 
his “years of effort toward safer biking and pedestrian projects in 
the Bay Area” and his belief that “if better facilities are built (for 
bicycles), more people will use non-motorized, non-polluting 
alternatives to automobiles for local trips,” said Luna Salaver of 


B= advocate and BART electrical engineer John B. Ruzek 


Police Holiday Food Drive,” said Mae. “This comes at an impor- 
tant time, as we enter the holiday season.” Mae says that her stu- 
dents benefit from learning writing technique, and in turn have a 
chance to aid an important charitable activity. She acknowledges 
the role of Chief Engineer James Dunn in his continued support 
for the writers’ workshop. “His generosity of spirit helps to 
assure the continuance of the workshop and its contribution as a 
life development activity,” Mae states. b 


the air quality district. The award also 
recognized John’s leadership as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the East 
Bay Bicycle Coalition and the San 
Francisco Bay Regional Bicycle 
Advisory Committee (REBAC). He 
served on the REBAC committee that 
advised Caltrans District 4 on installing 
a 12-foot-wide bicycle-pedestrian lane 
on the future Benicia-Martinez Bridge and wrote the model char- 
ter for community bicycle advisory committees that was substan- 
tially adopted in Walnut Creek. He also lobbied for the St. 
Stephen’s bicycle trail along Highway 24 in Orinda. ~- 

John has led bicycle tours in the Netherlands and the islands 
of Hawaii and Kauai and chaired the 1986 Kodak Liberty Bicycle 
Festival in Oakland. In 1995, John received a Distinguished 
Service Award from the League of American Bicyclists for creat- 
ing a better community bicycling climate. 

Currently working in Transit Systems Development, John 
previously worked on the BART SFO Project in Millbrae, riding 
his bike to the Walnut Creek BART Station and riding BART to 
work. He now has a shorter commute on BART to his office at 
the 12th Street Station in Oakland, and still parks his bike at a 
locker at Walnut Creek. D 
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GREAT IDEAS BY BART EMPLOYEES 


ART employees help increase efficiency and save costs by presenting their ideas for 

improving BART operations to the Employee Suggestion Program. They are duly reward- 

ed for their proposals. Please note, some employees receive a net payment once state and 
federal taxes have been deducted from the award. Here are recent awardees and their ideas: 


Richard Alonzo 
Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock & Shops 


J-hooks and blocks must be used on the car trucks when 
lifting a transit vehicle with the overhead shop crane. The 
J-hooks and blocks were not always removed when lower- 
ing the vehicle back to the tracks. Richard suggested 
painting them bright yellow to assure their visibility and 
proper removal. He received a customer service award of 
$150.00. 


Charles Beebe 
Maintenance Worker III, Rolling Stock & Shops 


LEDS cards were still being used, collected and stored at 
the Daly City and Hayward Shops. As a result of an earli- 
er suggestion, their use was discontinued at the Richmond 
and Concord Shops. Charles suggested also discontinuing 
their use at the other two shops to eliminate the unneces- 
sary storage of paper and records. His idea earned Charles 
a $150 customer service award. 


Charles also received a cost savings award for correcting a 
problem with new design contacts. The C Car PBC move- 
able contacts were failing at the weld joint of the tip of the 
contact. These were more expensive than those used for 
the A and B Car, which do not have a welded tip. Charles 
suggested substituting the A and B Car PBC contacts since 
the non-welded contacts were readily available to all 
maintenance locations, less expensive and more reliable. 
His idea was analyzed to save the District approximately 
$47,250.00 over a five-year period. Charles received a net 
cost savings award of $7,796.25. 


Dean Giebelhausen 
Foreperson II, Maintenance & Engineering 


New line sump pumps were installed without a way to 
monitor pump usage. Pumps at all locations operate at 
different rates, and overhaul and maintenance are based 
on usage. Dean suggested installing an hour meter and 
working pressure gauges at each sump pump location to 
monitor use for the purposes of maintenance. Dean 
received a $100.00 customer service award. 


Mel Iken and Bill Stimmerman 
Transit Vehicle Mechanics, Rolling Stock & Shops 


Removing retainers to inspect and replace worn poppets 
and seats in the release valves had been a quick and sim- 
ple operation, but the retainers were shaken loose, which 
caused brake control failure. This problem was corrected 
by requiring Locktite to be applied to the threads to 
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prevent the retainers from shaking loose. Adding Locktite, 
however, made disassembly difficult without damaging 
the valve bodies or the retainers. Melvin and Bill designed 
a new tool to hold the valve body secure without damag- 
ing or distorting it. The tool eliminated potential damage 
to the valve body and allowed removal of retainers by one 
person, instead of two. Their new tool was evaluated to 
save 30 valve bodies, 30 retainers and 60 man-hours per 
year, adding up to approximately $384,783.00 in savings 
over five years. Mel and Bill each received a net cost 
savings award of $8,250.00. 


Dan Monahan 
Inspector, Rolling Stock & Shops 


_ A work crew had to remove the air from the entire air sys- 


tem to change parts, or to repair or remove and replace air 
compressors. Dan suggested installing an isolation valve 
to the air output line of the air compressors to eliminate 
the need to release all of the air from the system. The 
valve would save time in repairs. His idea was analyzed 
to save the District nearly $11,000.00 over a five-year 
period. Dan received a net cost savings award of $717.81. 


Karen Oliver 
Foreperson II, Rolling Stock & Shops 


When C Cars with general atomic inverters were brought 
into the shop, they held voltage on their collector shoes for 
a long period of time, creating a potential hazard for the 
move crew. Karen suggested that labels be affixed to the 
hostling panels, car control panels and shop power recep- 
tacle door to warn the move crew to “Aux Off” when the 
car is moved into the shop. Her idea was found to allow 
collector shoes to cool off, thereby reducing the possibility 
of accidental injury. She received a safety award of 
$150.00. 


Robert B. Scott and Wayne Tarvin 
Maintenance Workers III, Rolling Stock & Shops 


Robert Scott and Wayne Tarvin realized that there were no 
preventative maintenance procedures for lubricating the 
coupler doors. They suggested instructions to keep the 
doors moving freely, allowing them to properly close 
when uncoupled and keep moisture and dirt out of the 
electrical contacts. Their new lubrication instructions were 
added to the preventative maintenance procedures. Robert 
and Wayne shared a customer service award of $150.00. 


“I’m Just Bowling in the Rain...” 


, ith Gene Kelly, it was tap shoes and umbrellas. The leg- 
Wiese hoofer has nothing on the fancy footwork of 
BART bowlers. Just watch them twirl their bowling 
bags in graceful circles as they enter the bowling alley for the 
next BART Bowling League tournament. Don’t miss out on the 
fun — try a little footwork yourself! 
“I’m bowling in the rain, just bowling in the rain ....” Before 
the fall season settled in, BART bowlers got together for three 
tournaments to toss the ‘ol bowling ball down the alley. Mel’s 
Bowl was the place to be on August 26 when the League wel- 
comed new bowler Gwen Bodin. Top Game honors went to 
Johnnie Hicks (249) and Glenda Olison (228), while the Top 
Series nods went to Al Browder (667) and Suzanne Hicks (616). 
The Top Five bowlers were Al, Johnnie, Jarvas James, Glenda and 
Suzanne. Along for the fun were Joe Olison and new bowler 
Gwen. ` 
On September 23, the league convened at Manor Bowl, 
where Jarvas James became the BMOC with a Top Game of 267. 
Suzanne Hicks joined him with 221. Top Series went to Johnnie 
Hicks (652) and new bowler Monque Belle (604). Go, Monque! 
The league also welcomed new bowler Mike Stewart. 
Congratulations to Top Five winners Jarvas, Johnnie, Andy 


Williams, Mike and Harry 
Staub. Al Browder also came 
along for the fun. 

Beating out the ghouls and 
goblins by ten days, bowlers got 
together on October 21 at 
Holiday Bowl. You can’t keep a 
good woman down. Suzanne 
Hicks again showed Top Game (220), joined by Dick Jann (270). 
Keeping it in the family, Johnnie Hicks scored Top Series (661), 
sharing top honors with Glenda Olison (547). The Top Five line- 
up included Dick, Johnnie, Suzanne, Jarvas James and Joe Olison. 
Andy Williams and Al Browder came along for the fun. 

And speaking of fun, we’re looking for some more bowlers. 
We know there’s a whole bunch of you who are saying to your- 
selves, “I can do that. I can sing and I can dance ... and ... I can 
bowl, rain or shine.” Don’t wait for sunshine, sunshine. The next 
tournament will be held on Saturday, December 16 at 3 p.m. at 
Pinole Valley Lanes. Cost is what the alley charges for shoes. 

“Just singing and bowling in the rain.” 

For information on BART Bowling League tournaments, call 
Andy Williams at ext. 5153 or Glenda Olison at ext. 2794. Bb 


BART ‘Heroes’ Help Police Locate Suspect 


uick action by two BART employees alert to a crime in 

progress helped local Police locate a suspect who broke 

into an automobile and stole the radio. 

ast August 16, the power and mechanical maintenance 
crew of Don Trevethan and Mike Calhoun, known as Power 16, 
were driving south on Miles Avenue in Oakland near the 
Rockridge BART Station when they spotted a man breaking into 
a car parked near the station and stealing the radio. The suspect 
took off on foot and Power 16 took off in their vehicle, following 
the man to his own car, trying to pin him in before he could get 
away. “At that point the suspect was noted to whimper,” said 
Quality Assurance Inspector Gregory Graham of Systems 
Maintenance, who reports this story. 
The suspect managed to get in his car and take off, but not 

without pursuit by Power 16, which was able to note down the 


suspect’s automobile license number. This “chase” was noted by 
a passing motorist, who alerted Gregory, who radioed Cris Able 
at Power and Way. Shortly thereafter, Power 16 radioed in and 
asked for police assistance. With their information and that from 
the original passing motorist, Power 16 gave Oakland Police a 
complete description of the suspect, the getaway car and license 
number. OPD pursued the suspect at a Berkeley address. 

“I visited the crime scene and saw what a mess the suspect 
made, with glass shattered on the passenger side and the radio 
gone,” said Gregory. “Power 16 did an excellent job of discourag- 
ing this criminal from burglarizing any more cars in the 
Rockridge neighborhood. Congratulations to Don and Mike for a 
job well done.” 

At press time, BARTalk did not know if the Oakland Police 
had made an arrest in this case. b 


Talia Perez Invited to “People to People” Exchange 


Daughter of April Whitson-Slaughter 


alia Cabral Perez has been invited to participate in the 2001 
| “People to People California” international student 
exchange. The daughter of April Whitson-Slaughter in 
Procurement adds another honor to her list. She was also recently 
nominated for the 1999-2000 edition of “Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students.” 

“Tam so proud of my daughter,” said April. “Talia has 
applied to become a Student Ambassador to join the California 
delegation that will go to Europe next summer. If accepted, she'll 
join other high school students representing the United States in 
Spain, France and Italy. I am thrilled.” 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded People to People 
in 1956 to create a global community based on trust, respect and 


an understanding of other cultures, economies and political 
systems. One component of this program is direct interaction 
between students of different nations to connect the peoples of 
the world in a network of friendship. The Eisenhower family 
continues to be involved today in People to People. 

Student ambassadors represent our nation overseas, experi- 
ence new cultures and make lifelong friends in family home stays 
and school visits. Students selected for the program will travel in 
delegations to study the culture and history of Madrid and 
Barcelona in Spain, Nice in France and Florence and Rome in 
Italy. Students will also receive high school or college credits for 
their studies. b 
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Rollie Steingass, Dale Wensler, and 
Marvin Deloatch Remembered 


The BART family has lost three very 
cherished members in Roland W. 
Steingass, Dale A. Wensler and Marvin 
DeLoatch, who recently passed away. 


agent who depended on him to fix their AFC equipment, 

passed away on October 1 after a five-month illness with 
pancreatic cancer. He was 65. Rollie had worked at BART from 
1976 to 1990, and had recently served as a training consultant. 

Harry Gee in AFC Systems Maintenance remembers Rollie 
as “a very caring, dependable and conscientious worker. He had 
a very relaxed and positive attitude about his job. Rollie took 
extra pride in his work and knew, himself, that he was doing a 
great job. 

“Rollie stood out for his ability to analyze and troubleshoot 
the more complex problems in AFC. He was well liked, he 
shared his knowledge with all and was always ready to lend a 
hand to help out. 

“We in AFC, as well as many station agents, missed Rollie 
after his retirement,” said Harry. 

This is echoed by Rollie’s widow, Marianne. “We used to go 
and visit in San Francisco, and Rollie would take time to visit the 
AFC technicians and station agents. Every time someone, espe- 
cially the women station agents, would call out, ‘Rollie, we miss 
you, when are you coming back to work?’ I remember being told 
that Rollie was so popular because he was very helpful and he 
taught the station agents how to fix things. He showed them 
how to fix the simple things and they appreciated that.” 

Marianne sends her thanks to the many BART employees 
who visited or spoke with Rollie during his illness and sent 
cards. She recalls when Rollie received a very large greeting card 
that was signed by many former co-workers. “He cried when he 
read it,” she said. “That was very touching.” 

Before joining BART, Rollie was in the U.S. Air Force sta- 
tioned at Travis Air Force Base in Fairfield for 20 years. He was 
an electronic technician and superintendent of the flight simula- 
tor. He joined BART as an electronics technician in AFC Systems 
Maintenance on Nov. 15, 1976, working first in Concord then in 
San Francisco. He retired from BART on Sept. 4, 1990. 

Even though he’d been retired for ten years, “we were 
amazed that so many people remembered him and 
he was well-liked,” said Marianne. “That made both 

of us feel good.” 
Noted Harry Gee, “Rollie will be remembered 
by many of us in our heart.” 

Funeral services were held October 2 at Bryan 
Braker Funeral Home in Fairfield. Rollie was 
buried with full military honors at Rockville 
Cemetery in Fairfield. Rollie is sur- 
vived by his wife, Marianne, four 

children and five grandchildren. 


Re A. Steingass, known as Rollie to many a station 
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heart attack in his sleep on October 18. He was 64. Dale 

worked at BART for 21 years and retired in January 1999 
as an assistant manager of System Safety. He formerly chaired 
the BART Joint Union Management Safety Committee. Dale was 
a member of the American Society for Quality Control and the 
Castro Valley Rebels Square Dance Club. Dale was an Army vet- 
eran and a native of Oklahoma. 

His daughter Karen Arhontes and son-in-law Steven 
Arhontes, his son Joseph Wensler and daughter-in-law Jody 
Wensler, and his wife of 44 years, Shirley Wensler, remember 
Dale. Karen, Steven and Joseph all work for BART. 

“As a father, I can tell you that I couldn’t ask for more,” said 
Karen. “He listened to us and expected us to grow into responsi- 
ble adults. He took us many places and taught us the value of 
being real and looking beyond outward appearances.” 

“He was a wonderful husband, a great father and grand- 
father,” said Shirley. “He loved life as he loved working for 
BART. Dale loved traveling, reading, camping and all that life 
could offer. He was so great that I always said to Dale that he 
was from ‘Another Planet’ because of his patience and tolerance 
of people.” 

Dale was eulogized at his funeral service by Karen, Joseph 
and Steven. Steven recounted of the high school romance that 
led to Dale and Shirley’s marriage, of Dale’s service to his coun- 
try, the family travels across the USA in 1975, of Dale working 
on the Gemini Project at Lockheed prior to joining BART. He 
was also an entrepreneur, developing several businesses, includ- 
ing WENCO Construction and Investments. 

“Even though Dale may not have realized this,” said Steven, 
“he was CEO of our entire family. His guidance and knowledge 
that he gained from books helped all of us in our lives. Dale was 
a great husband, father, grandfather, son and trusted friend to all 
of us. We miss him daily and hope they never run out of VO in 
Heaven. 

“T only knew Dale a very short time,” said Anthony Cooper. 
“I enjoyed a few games of golf with him and a memorable 
evening of Dale taking my money over a few poker games. 

“Dale’s smile was infectious. Even if you only met Dale 
once, you knew that he was a man who loved life. He was 
always doing projects. Each time I visited his home, he’d have a 
new project started and the project from my last visit completed. 

“When I visited his home for the funeral reception, I saw 
that his last project, a new doorway, was not completed. I looked 
at the doorway and knew that Dale would not finish this project. 


LD A. Wensler died on October 22 after he experienced a 


‘I’ve been working on a doorway in my own home for over four 


years. Now, maybe, I'll finish it. Rest in peace, Dale.” 

The visitation was held October 24 at Machado’s Hillside 
Chapel in Hayward, and the funeral mass was held October 25 
at the Transfiguration Catholic Church in Castro Valley. Dale is 
survived by his wife, Shirley, his daughter and son, Karen 
Arhontes and Joseph Wensler, his mother, Dora Wensler of 
Hayward, and four grandchildren. 


Continued on next page 


Sgt. Dominguez Medals at State Police & Fire Games 


medals for his skilled horsemanship and one medal for 

showing he could maneuver an All Terrain Vehicle at the 
annual California Police and Fire Games held in June in San 
‘Bernardino County. 

This was the sixth games for Gerry, who competed with his 
18-year-old registered Quarter Horse “Street Lady La Rue.” He 
bought along his family and horse trainer, who helped him pre- 
pare for the competition and groom Street Lady La Rue for her 
competition. Together, rider and horse won second place in the 
Open Trail and Novice Western Equitation events. “For the trial 
event, they set up a course with obstacles and patterns to follow 
in order,” said Gerry. “We're judged on how well the horse 
maneuvers the course.” They also won fourth place medals in the 
Open and Novice Western Reigning and Open Western 
Equitation events, and fifth place in the Open and Novice 
Western Pleasure events. 

“We show her in-horse shows during the year, mostly in trail 
events, so she’s very experienced at this classification,” said 
Gerry. “We use the horse shows to train for the annual police 
games.” There’s quite a deal of work involved in training and 
preparing for competition, he says. “I basically start a year out to 
prepare.” 

When they arrived for the games, Street Lady La Rue got 


B= Police Sgt. Gerald Dominguez brought home seven 


“Remembered” continued 


arvin DeLoatch passed away on July 9 after being ina 
Mer for over three weeks. A Quiet Hour was held 

July 13 at the Solano Valley Mortuary, followed by a 
funeral service at Chapel One at Travis Air Force Base in 
Fairfield. 

Jerry Robinson worked with Marvin in Purchasing and 
AFC and recalls him as one of her best friends. “I remember 
Marvin as one of the ‘coolest brothers’ working at BART. When 
he would come into Purchasing, he had a unique way of walk- 
ing, maybe from his days in the service. I saw him almost every 
day. He was just so nice to work with and have around. Marvin 
was always calm, patient and sharing. He enjoyed jazz music, 
which he often played in his office, and he had a plant that he 
took very good care of. Not many people deal with real plants 
these days, but Marvin did.” 

“To mention Marvin DeLoatch — or “De” as we all knew 
him — at BART is to put a smile on all our faces,” said Shannon 
Duke in AFC Repair. “We will never forget his roarious laughter, 
positive nature, generosity towards people and willingness to 
listen or help. De left us many memories of himself and many 
great examples of how life should be lived. We are very fortu- 
nate to have known him. The lunches, the laughter and the love 
of life is how I will al ways remember my friend. I believe I 
speak for all his friends at BART. We miss you, De.” 

“It was always a pleasure to work with Marvin,” said 
Morris Martin, AFC section manager. “He was honest, above 
board and always a gentleman. Each year, he would take two to 
three summer youth to work with; he gave them not work 
assignments, but taught them how they were expected to dress 
and act in the workplace. By the end of the program, the stu- 
dent’s were experts on the BART inventory system. After De’s 
retirement, I looked forward to his telephone calls and meeting 
him for lunch. I will miss those times we had together.” be 


lots of pampering and grooming to prepare her for the events. 
“She enjoys all the attention,” he says. “When she wins, she 
knows she’s done a good job.” 

For the ATV event, Gerry raced in his own 200-cc four-wheel 
quad. “I actually started out at the police games just competing 
in the ATV event,” he said. “I added on the equestrian events 
later.” 

Gerry originally bought Street Lady La Rue for his daughter 
to teach her how to ride, and then began showing her at horse 
shows in Northern California. She’s kept at Thunder Hill Ranch 
in Hayward. Gerry also has two quarter horse geldings, Silver 
Cabernet and his wife’s horse, Joy’s Midnight Rocket. They both 
also compete in horse shows. 

Presented by the California Police Athletic Federation, this 
year’s event was the first combined games for police and fire 
professionals. The equestrian events were held at the Los 
Angeles County Fairgrounds in Pomona, while the ATV competi- 
tion was held at the Glen Helen Off Road Park in San 
Bernardino. Next year’s events will be held at the Watsonville 
Fairgrounds and the Hollister Off Road Park. Bb 


Excellent Attendance Program 


he goal of the District’s Excellent Attendance Program is to 
| increase productivity by reducing cost and absenteeism 
and to increase the number of employees with exemplary 
attendance records. 

One component of the program is accumulated sick leave. 
Regular full time employees who achieve the benchmark of 500, 
750 and 1,000 hours of accumulated sick leave are awarded eight 
hours of time off with pay for each benchmark achieved. The 
achievement of each benchmark is awarded only once. The 
award is not intended to equate to a “day off” and cannot be 
bought back (i.e., cash in lieu of time off upon termination). The 
award will not interfere with the sick leave buyback program and 
will not reduce an employee’s accumulated sick leave. 

Employees can request their supervisor to check the “Hours 
History Report” to determine if they have achieved a benchmark. 
The information is under the heading of “EXCATTN.” 

For additional information, employees can refer to 
Management Procedure #76 — District’s Excellent Attendance 
Program. b 


“30 Years” continued from front page 


John Wong is a computer engineer in systems engineering, 
working in computers and electronics. He does a good job 
designing printed circuit boards to go into fair gate equipment, 
says Bob Murray, his current boss. John also produced the circuit 
boards that display BART ticket value. His job “requires an in 
depth knowledge of electronics and software,” notes Bob. “John 
is among the few who can design software and hardware; he can 
write programs and design circuits. He is extremely proficient in 
his field and has taught university classes in electronics and soft- 
ware.” As a person, John is “quiet and unassuming and easy to 
work with. John is well-liked by his co-workers.” 

Jim Robinson.....At press time, BARTalk was unable to reach 
anyone for comment. Read about Jim Robinson in the next issue 
of BARTalk. b 
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15 Years with BART 


BART employees who recently achieved 15 
years with the District include (standing, left to 
right) Lilibeth Coleto, Jorge Madrigal, Thomas 
Herold, Edwin Kung, Joy Fields, Vivian 
Williams and Calvin Johnson; (kneeling, left to 
right) Dean Geilbelhausen and Joe Torrisi. bo 


RASH AND 
REASSURES 
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Cabin for Rent in Twain Harte Area. 

Two blocks to private beach & horse area (paddle & row- 
boats, slide off dock). Nearby lakes for boating, fishing and 
river rafting. Historic parks & caves nearby. Snow ski in 
winter. Fully equipped, sleeps 8. $175/weekend, $65/week- 
day, $400/week. Call Sue at ext. 2601 or 925/828-4636. 


Breathtaking View and Sunsets! 
Townhouse for rent in Lake Tahoe. Two bdr., two bath, fully 


furnished and equipped. Half-mile to casinos, nightlife, golf 


course, beach, ski slopes, etc. Located in Lake Village, NV 
adjacent to the national forests for great walks and hiking. 


$225-300 per day (holiday special). Call Ted at 510/659-7947. 


Brand new, never used! 
Two 8 ft. sliding glass closet doors. $200. Two 6 ft. white 
wood vinyl doors. $50. Call Elliot at 925/227-0618. 


Time to clean out those drawers, closets and garages! BARTalk’s 
Trash and Treasures column offers you an opportunity to pick up 
some extra cash for those unwanted items you no longer need. 
Send your ads—no telephone calls—to 

Trash & Treasures, BARTalk, LMA-1; E-mail to vwills; or 
Fax to 510-464-7118. 
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Lost Purse Recovered 


Diane Lichtenstein of Alameda recently sent a letter of 
thanks to BART staff for helping her find a lost purse: 

“The other day I lost my purse on a BART train. To 
my great relief, the purse was returned intact to a BART 
station agent. This kindness should not go unremarked, 
and I only wish I knew the honest person who retrieved it 
so I could personally express my appreciation. The BART 
employees involved were especially helpful, too. I hope 
this deed will have a ripple effect. With the upheaval 
throughout the world, let’s let this be a reminder to be 
good to each other. Diane Lichtenstein.” 

Kudos to Station Agent Pauline Vargas at the 
Montgomery Station in San Francisco and Joyce Gilliam in 
the customer service phone center for helping out cus- 
tomer Diane Lichtenstein. 


Ridership Record 


BART reached an all-time ridership record on Wednesday, 
October 4, 2000 when 374,889 people rode BART, fast on 
the heels of an initial record the day before when 366,800 
people rode BART on Tuesday, October 3. The October 3 
ridership broke a record that had stood for nearly 11 years 
— 357,135 on November 16, 1989 following the Loma Prieta 
Earthquake and the day before the Bay Bridge reopened. 

“T want to thank each of you for your contribution to 
this historic achievement,” said BART General Manager 
Tom Margro. “Our ability to provide safe, reliable, high 
quality service was an important factor in achieving this 
record and will be central to our future success as an 
organization. Thanks for your efforts.” b 
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